
WOLVES AND DEER 
I N  WISCONSIN  

Deer Mortality in Wisconsin’s Northern and Central Forests 

The naturally recovered gray wolf has returned to Wisconsin’s 
northern and central forests. Once completely eliminated from 
Wisconsin, the late winter 2005 wolf population estimate was between 
425 - 455 animals. 
 

The return of the wolf to Wisconsin has raised questions about their 
impact on the white-tailed deer herd. A healthy adult wolf will take 
about 20 deer per year. Wisconsin boasts one of the nation’s largest 
deer herds with a healthy population of approximately 1.5 million 
animals in early fall, 2005. Wisconsin’s deer herd has been steadily 
increasing even as the wolf population has increased dramatically over 
the past 20 years.  
 

Deer hunters registered over 510,000 deer harvested in the 2004-05 
Wisconsin deer hunting seasons, the second highest total harvest in 
state history. The chart below presents a comparison of the major 
causes of deer mortality in Wisconsin’s northern and central forests 
where wolves and deer co-exist. 
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MINNESOTA: 
WOLVES AND TROPHY 
DEER PRODUCTION 

 

Minnesota has developed one of the largest 
deer herds in the nation while simultaneously 
restoring the gray wolf to an estimated 3,000 
animals. Minnesota has also become the 
number two all time Boone and Crocket trophy 
white-tailed deer producing state with more 
registered trophies than Michigan, Ohio, and 
Indiana combined. This might suggest that 
wolves and deer are co-existing very well.  
 
Wolves may even play a role in helping to 
increase the health and fitness of the overall 
deer population by culling the sick, weak, and 
the old and leaving the healthier animals to 
reproduce and thrive. 

ILLEGAL WOLF K ILLS IN 
WISCONSIN 

 

Illegal wolf kills in Wisconsin continue to be a problem. State 
and federal agencies, along with environmental organizations, 
have typically established rewards of $4,000 for information 
leading to the arrest and conviction of any individual(s) 
responsible for wolf killings. In addition, the gray wolf is a 
federally endangered species and killing one can result in a 
federal sentence of up to six months in jail and/ or a $25,000 
fine. 
 

Federal Court Ruling Affects 
Wolf  Management 

 

In January 2005, a federal judge threw out the 2003 Final Wolf 
Rule which had created a single management scheme for the 
entire Eastern region despite the need for dif ferent 
management tools in the Great Lakes and Northeast.  While 
the 2005 ruling is good news for maintaining wolf recovery 
efforts in the Northeast, wolves in Michigan and Wisconsin 
revert back to endangered status creating challenges for state 
wildlife officials in managing wolves within their state. 

REPORT ALL 
POACHING 

 
 

If you see or hear of any questionable activity 
towards wolves or other wildlife, report it 
immediately to the Wisconsin DNR's Violation 
Hotline: 

1-800-847-9367 
(1-800-TIP-WDNR) 

OR 
 #367 by cell phone 
(available 24 hours) 

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT 
WOLVES AND HOW YOU CAN HELP: 
 

Contact:  
Great Lakes Wolf Project 
National Wildlife Federation 
213 W. Liberty, Suite 200 
Ann Arbor, MI   48104 
Ph: (734) 769-3351, ext. 23 
greatlakes@nwf.org 
www.nwf.org/ greatlakes  
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