
The Arctic National Wildlife Refuge
and its coastal plain are critical to
our wildlife and must be protected
from oil development.

Few places in the United States rival the raw
beauty of the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge.
It has remained frozen in time, its snow-
draped landscape unspoiled throughout
human history. In winter, dazzling snow
plains stretch to the horizon. Mother polar
bears den in drifted snow and muskox hun-
ker down. In spring the area bursts forth
with abundant life. Migrating ducks and
swans cross the sky in long “V”s and caribou
make their way to the critical coastal plain to
give birth. Most of us have not traveled to
the Arctic, but we have a deep sense of its
wildness, a wildness that must not be traded
for a few months’ supply of oil.

The coastal plain region is the
heart of wildlife activity in the
Arctic Refuge — and ground zero
for oil development.

The Arctic National Wildlife
Refuge is located entirely
north of the Arctic Circle.
The refuge features rolling
foothills, towering moun-
tains, rich forest land, and
a vast 1.5-million acre
coastal plain. Nestled

between 9,000-foot mountains and the icy
Arctic Ocean, the coastal plain includes low
lakes, wetlands and rivers. Unfortunately,
the proposed drilling site and its accompany-
ing infrastructure fall directly within this
coastal plain.

Migratory birds that depend on the
coastal plain may be especially at

risk from oil develop-
ment.

The coastal plain is a
stopover for more than
135 bird species from four
continents. Waterfowl
congregate on the lakes,
lagoons and wetlands of
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For more information, visit our web site at: www.nwf.org/arcticrefuge
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The coastal plain is the heart
of the Refuge’s wildlife activity
— and the target for oil drilling.
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